Newsletter
Term 4 – Week 9
Leadership Team: Principal - Graham Elliott, Deputy Principal - Shane Cowey, Assistant Principal – Renae Methofer

Principal Report
Dear Parents/ Caregivers,
Today is my last day as Principal of Salisbury Park Primary School and I must say that I
have been overwhelmed by the generous well wishes and numerous gifts bestowed
upon me by so many members of our school community, I have no words to express
my gratitude. The truth is, it has been my absolute pleasure and an honour to be your
Principal for the last nine years and Salisbury Park Primary School will forever hold a
special place in my heart.
I owe a huge debt of gratitude to you the parents, the teaching and support staff and
the schools Governing Council for the support and encouragement you have given me
over the years. I love my job and I love spending my days with the amazing students
that we are lucky enough to have as part of our community.
I know that the school is in very good hands with Mr. Cowey as Acting Principal in term
one and I know that you will support Shane, Renae and Jane to keep up our high
standards and the genuine care for each and every single student in our school.
Good luck to our Graduating Students who are moving on to high school, I know that
you are going to achieve great things in life and I wish you only the best as you move
forward.

Important Dates

End of Term
Early Dismissal
1.55pm
Wednesday 27th Jan
Term 1 - 2021
School resumes
8.30am

Schools are only as good as the teachers within them and I want to wish Miss Dickie,
Miss Ollino and Miss Thompson all the best with their impending births. All three have
been outstanding in what they have done for our children, and I know we will see them
again soon. To our amazing Science teacher Mrs Tinney, good luck in your new
adventure, you will be missed! Good luck to Heidi, Kelly and Marzia, thank-you for
everything!
Finally, Merry Christmas and thank you for being incredibly resilient through what has
been a very challenging year for us all. Best of luck in 2021 and beyond, I will miss you
all.
Mr E, signing off!
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Hello Everyone,
My name is Renae Methofer and I am thrilled to be an Assistant Principal at Salisbury Park Primary
School. I have been so warmly welcomed by staff and students and have thoroughly enjoyed my
first weeks here. I have been teaching for 21 years and have a strong passion for making a difference
to children’s lives by helping them to be successful learners. I have worked all over South Australia
from Roxby Downs Area School to Grange Primary but am glad to be back in Adelaide’s north, close
to where I grew up. I still have a strong connection to Elizabeth Vale Soccer club where I spent most
Sundays as a child as my dad was a goal keeper for the club. I have two young girls who keep me
on my toes and when I am not at work, I like to take them to the beach.
My role here as Assistant Principal is to support staff in the teaching of Literacy and Numeracy to
continue to improve student learning. I will be working in classes, planning with teachers and
supporting staff with effective strategies that will help them implement successful English and
Mathematics programs.
Already I am impressed with the strong commitment that staff have to improving learning and the
responsible and hardworking behaviour of students. Salisbury Park is a wonderful learning
environment and I look forward to further getting to know the school community over the next 3
years.
I wish you all a happy, safe and relaxing holiday break.
Renae

ZOO SNOOZE – R03
In Week 4 this term, Redgum 3 were lucky enough to have a sleepover at the Adelaide Zoo, it's
called a Zoo Snooze! When it was finally dark enough, we went on a night walk. We had to watch
out for spider webs created by Golden Orb spiders, yuck! We got to witness animals that only come
out in the night, which was such a special experience. After the night walk we went back to the
classroom to relax and watch Madagascar. The next morning, we got up bright and early to head on
a morning walk. It was amazing to see so many animals outside of
the normal opening times of the zoo! What an awesome camp!
Amelia Downes & Mackenzie Griffiths –
Redgum 3

Oliphant awards
2020 brought many unique challenges for students competing in the Oliphant Science
Awards, including a virtual open day and a COVID safe ceremony. Twenty-three students
from Salisbury Park Primary School participated in this year’s event. Over 2300 entries
were submitted from 93 schools across South Australia which saw this year’s competition
being the biggest since its inception in 1981. Each year, this competition is dominated by
the same schools, but once again, we celebrate our success and I am extremely proud of
our students who competed in this extremely competitive space. Out of our entries, I am
proud to announce that we received a first place entry and a highly commended. I was
extremely humbled to witness our students receive their recognition amongst such a
talented field of students passionate about Science.
Congratulations goes to our first place winner, Violet N from Redgum 1 who won 1 st place
for her photography entry titled, ‘Life in the Wetlands’. Violet was also invited to write a small
piece regarding her winning entry and this was recently published in the SASTA quarterly
journal. Amelia D from Redgum 3 received her highly commended place for her scientific
writing titled, ‘Hidden Waves’. Both these entries, along with the other winners are available
for viewing on the Oliphant Science Awards website under ‘2020 Online Project Gallery’.
All students will receive their certificates during the final assembly of the year, Friday 11th of
December. Well done once again for all those students who completed their projects under
such difficult conditions.
Miss Tinney

